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Pointed to a Steady Kind of Love
“And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold.” (Matthew 24:12/KJV).
At least one of the Advent Sundays points us to the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and to the
events that are to take place before that. In Matthew 24 and in Luke 21 Jesus speaks about the end
of the times.
Jesus describes catastrophic events. He says there would be people who try to lead others
deceitfully. He says much iniquity would be taking place in those days.
In Luke 21:28 Jesus encourages his disciples and all believers up to the present time: “And when
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads: for your redemption
draweth nigh.” (KJV). Even as we might be facing catastrophic or extremely unpleasant
circumstances Jesus would have us lift our heads and set our hope and trust on our heavenly Lord.
Unjust treatment and much iniquity taking place may lead to love growing cold. People get
frustrated. They become sad, discouraged, unmotivated or aggressive.
The kind of love described in 1 Corinthians 13:7 seems to be characterised by great steadiness. Hope
and faith are aspects and reasons for that. At the same time this kind of love involves a readiness to
endure all kinds of hardships.
How can we attain unto such a kind of love? We must turn to the source of that love.
In fact God himself is described as love personified. In 1 John 4:8b St. John affirms: “...for God is
love”.
In 1 Corinthians 12:31 and in chapter 13 Paul points us to goals for Christian living. He describes all
these lofty principles of love. This undoubtedly is a divine kind of love.
We can experience that kind of love by seeking after God. God’s grace and graciousness can become
manifest in our own lives as we expose ourselves to His divine influence.
We can meet God by reading and seriously considering the bible which is God’s message to us. Other
means of grace such as water baptism and the Eucharist also can help us to become more aware of
God’s love towards us.
Jesus has come. He has lived on this earth and he has laid down his own life for us so that we might
receive forgiveness. He has opened up for us a way to approach God with hope and trust.
As we are prepared to examine our own lives by the spiritual and ethical standards given to us in the
bible, God’s forgiveness can be applied to our own lives. This opens up a way for a new quality of
love springing forth within us.
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A Humble Beginning
Love “beareth all things...” (1 Corinthians 13:7a/KJV).
The most common English translation for the Greek word “stego” is “bear”. Thus the meaning of the
first phrase in verse 7 is similar to the last one: Love “endureth all things.”
I have been interested to discover that “stego” is derived from another Greek word that denotes a
roof. So this has stirred my imagination.
You can either be a roof over something or somebody or you might be a wall or a structure that
carries a roof. Today I want to ask the question: What kind of roofing would you and I like to have
above ourselves?
Obviously this question is not that unimportant! Just think that many people will not even see you as
you are in a building. They will merely be able to look at the outward structure. Many will but see the
material of the roof that covers the house you are staying in.
We are celebrating Christmas. You will recall that Christ has not been borne in a palace. The very first
hours of his human life were spent in a very humble dwelling.
The outward circumstances of the Lord’s birth did not reveal the importance of that event. The
poverty and humbleness surrounding him did not invite people to marvel at him.
We may ask ourselves, how would we react in such circumstances? Generally we like to be respected
and valued. Would we be able to remain loving even when our living conditions make others not
even notice we are here?
Yet Christmas is not primarily meant to make us examine ourselves or strive for holiness. The events
of the birth of Jesus point us to God’s great love. We are called to stand still and to adore him!
Jesus Christ “who being in the form of God thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself ...” (Philippians 2:6-8a/KJV).
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Happy New Year!
This is the first day of 2020. On my blog by now I have arrived at 1 Corinthians 13:7. This verse
seems to fit in well with a text for the New Year.
Whatever may be ahead of us in 2020, faith, confidence, hope, endurance, longsuffering and love are
ingredients that can serve to make this year more happy and pleasant to us.
As we spend time praying to God and studying the bible we can discover that all these things are
available with God. He likes to be our source of love, faith and hope.
“Commit your way to the Lord, trust in him and he will do this: he will make your righteousness
shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.” (Psalm 37:5+6/NIV).

Loving Interaction
„Love is always supportive…“ ( 1 Corinthians 13:7/Contemporary English Version)
As I have done in studying previous verses, I again have been looking at a list of all English
translations printed out from BibleGateway.com. The Contemporary English Version is copyrighted
by the American Bible Society. You can get more information about this version on the website of
Bible Gateway. You might also purchase a copy of that translation from there.
In my last post of 2019 (Christmas post) I have been pointing out that the Greek word translated
“beareth” in the KJV is derived from a Greek word that denotes a roof.
I wrote: “You can either be a roof over something or somebody or you might be a wall or a structure
that carries a roof. Today I want to ask the question: What kind of roofing would you and I like to
have above ourselves?”
For the first section of verse 7 I have chosen a feature image of a small hut with a tiled roof. This is
going to remind you of the root of that Greek word, as long as I am going to deal with this part of the
verse.
Now the translation I have quoted above seems to fit in well with this imagery of a building that
carries a roof. You might say “the walls carry a roof” or perhaps also “the walls support a roof”.
What has love to do with carrying? Perhaps you might think of first aid or of nursing. People who for
physical reasons are unable to walk by themselves at times may need to be literally carried. Or think
of a little baby that is carried about by his or her parents.
We also say we carry or we bear somebody (in a metaphoric sense) thinking of somebody who is
burdensome to us. Yet the word “burdensome” is a negative expression. It implies thinking
something negative about somebody else.
I like the rendering of the CEV: “Love is always supportive”. Being supportive requires a positive
attitude.
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Being supportive would mean helping others be and become the best they can be. It implies helping
others grow and mature.
Parents or teachers need to develop that attitude of supporting those entrusted to them. Yet being
positive and supportive can also facilitate matters in the work place.
This kind of attitude will enhance any form of relationship or friendship. Please note that Paul in
writing these words would have thought of interactions in a church setting!

God’s Protection
Love “always protects”. (1 Corinthians 13:7a/NIV).
Where most English translations have “bears all things”, the NIV and some others have “always
protects”. As I have mentioned previously the Greek word is derived from a word that refers to a
roof.
You can easily imagine that a roof may bear heavy loads of snow in a cold winter. At the same time
you might point out that a roof will protect those within the building from rain and from the heat of
the day.
Love “always protects”. Studying this chapter might become burdensome to us, if we should only
consider it in terms of how a good Christian might or should behave. Today I like to point you to
God’s love and to the way he protects his redeemed people.
“But now, this is what the Lord says- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel:
‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep
over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you
ablaze. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour...” (Isaiah 43:1-3a/NIV).
Please note, being a Christian believer and having received forgiveness of your sins does not mean
you will never get into troubles and difficulties. The verses above imply there might be situations
where God’s people have to go through waters, through rivers or even through the fire.
God is not going to keep us from unpleasant circumstances. Yet here he promises to protect us as we
are going through these difficulties.
When Jesus left his disciples behind as he was raised into heaven, he commissioned them to go into
the entire world and to preach the good news. Common sense, church history and experiences of
present day missionaries show that going into foreign countries can easily mean, you get yourself
into unexpected problems.
Jesus sends his disciples to go. In doing so they had to leave their comfort zone. They might come
across people who are not favourably disposed to Christian missions. Yet Jesus comforts his friends:
“And surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20/NIV).
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Christian believers might have to face difficulties and even hostility. Yet Jesus here promises he will
be with us. He will not leave us alone.
As we study and meditate on God’s protection for his children, we might also consider the following
comforting words:
“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way
out so that you can stand up under it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13/NIV).
You may be interested to learn that in the KJV we read that in temptation God will provide a way to
escape “that ye may be able to bear it”. God will help us so that we can bear temptation.
Love “beareth all things”. God will help us and protect us in difficulties!

Love Nailed to a Cross
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities;
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed.” (Isaiah 53_4+5/KJV).
Things are not always as they appear to be. Yet we tend to rely on our senses and on our
interpretation of what we perceive.
There is nothing wrong with careful observation. But the question is what we make of what we see.
Apparently, it was very common in the ancient world for people to think that anybody who was in
trouble was rightly so. Even today, fatalism is an aspect of some of the major world religions.
If you ever have read the book of Job, you will have noticed how Job’s friends concluded that Job’s
misfortune and physical suffering was a divine punishment because of some unrighteousness he had
committed. They were not prepared to accept what Job said in defending himself.
In John 9 we read of Jesus and his disciples coming across a man who had been blind from his birth.
The disciples were wondering why he was so sick. Was his blindness because of his own sin or
perhaps due to some sin of his parents?
In Isaiah 53 the prophet spoke of one who was full of pain and suffering. He says that we concluded
he was smitten by God.
In fact when we look at the crucifixion of Jesus, we find that he had been condemned by those who
then were the religious leaders of the Jews. It was easy to look at him as one who was smitten by
God.
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“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities “. You might take this
sentence to mean that we were involved in inflicting this suffering upon him. We were doing wrong
in causing him such severe affliction.
Yet there is more to these words. As we read on we learn that it was for our peace that he has been
suffering.
The bible is very clear in saying that we all, i.e. all humankind have been affected by sin. We have
done things that were wrong and we have failed in doing that which is good. We have not given God
the honour due unto his name.
Now here in the book of Isaiah we already find a concept that has been avidly proclaimed in the New
Testament. At the same time this was not really a new idea. If you study the laws for sin offerings in
the Old Testament, you also find that sin was laid on the animal, brought before God. On the Day of
Atonement the scapegoat was sent into the desert with the sins of the people laid on it.
Still Isaiah and the New Testament go beyond the teachings of the sacrificial system in the Law of
Moses. To Isaiah it is the servant of God who is suffering that way. In the gospels and the NT epistles
we find that the Son of God - also called the Son of Man - vicariously took upon him the punishment
that we would have deserved.
In reading on we learn: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Verse 6).
When you are in difficulties you are prone to regrets, thinking: ‘O had I done this or that differently,
maybe I could have spared myself some of this heartbreak.’ Yet also, as we expose ourselves to the
teachings of the bible we are challenged to reflect and to reconsider our ways.
In many ways, we are just like sheep. We tend to stray from that which is good and required by God.
Will you pause and have a look at Christ and his suffering on that cross. He bore all our sins. He took
upon him the punishment we would deserve.
This is for our peace. Will you allow that love that “beareth all things” to change your life?

Fundamental to Our Faith and to Christian Living
“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:11/KJV).
You do not need to be highly religious or spiritual to believe that Jesus Christ is somehow
fundamental to Christianity and to the Christian church. Christendom has been named after Jesus
Christ.
Paul here is writing to a church that had been founded by him. Here he reminds the Corinthians of
what he used to emphasise in those days:
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“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring
unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power. That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power
of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5/KJV).
Obviously Paul had been convinced that Jesus was the fulfilment of the hopes and expectations of
the Jewish and Israelite fathers. In Jesus he had found the answer to great questions of his religious
life.
Paul compares the Christian ministry to the work of a builder. He says he has laid the foundation of
the Corinthian Christian fellowship. He says the foundation of the church at Corinth was Jesus Christ.
A foundation is meant to carry the whole building. It is to bear the walls, the ceilings and the roof on
top of it.
At that time the Corinthian believers were disagreeing with each other on certain issues. You might
speak of dissensions also.
Whenever church life is something less than mere bliss, it is good to focus again on the foundation,
which is Jesus Christ. In him, you can find strength, wisdom and understanding to cope with church
problems.
If you should be going through difficulties or even afflictions, focus again on the fundamentals of
your faith. As you gaze on Jesus you can gain confidence as to how the Lord would help and sustain
you in your current circumstances.
Are you occasionally struggling with doubts? Reread the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John!
This may help you regain a sense of God’s love.

Getting Ready for Temptations and Tests
“...foundation...which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon
this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble...” (1
Corinthians 3:11+12/KJV).
It must have been between age 10 and 13 when for the first time in my life, comfortably from our
living room, I could watch a new house being built. I could observe how they were going about in
building a concrete foundation. Later they were building walls on top. For some of these they were
using well shaped bricks. Others were made of solid concrete reinforced by steel.
In the quote above Paul is referring to some perhaps unusual building materials. It is not that
uncommon in Central Europe that wood should be used as building material. Straw and stubble make
me think of primitive huts in African villages. Yet even the most precious European castles are at best
embroidered with gold.
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Gold, silver and precious stones as building materials make me think of the heavenly Jerusalem as
described in the book of Revelation. (Cf. Revelation 21:10-27). Thus we might conclude that the most
suitable material for the Church of Jesus to be built must be of heavenly origin even as Jesus Christ
had come from God to be borne and to live as a human being.
The material by which a Christian fellowship is built is important, because some materials would not
be able to stand fiery trials. Christians are not exempt from the difficulties and tests of life.
The name ‘Jesus’ speaks of God’s help in need. The “Christ” is the one anointed by God to guide and
to protect God’s people.
‘Jesus Christ’ is the foundation of the Christian church. Yet he also is to be the foundation in the
spiritual life of every Christian believer. We all must come to Jesus in awareness of our own great
need.
As we grow up we become aware of what other people expect (or seem to expect) from us. We learn
how to cope with various challenges of life. Yet we are fairly slow in coming to understand what God
is looking for in our lives.
“Lord Jesus, somehow I have grown up with little awareness of what counts in your eyes. The
few glimpses I have gained make me call to you now. I need you. I need your forgiveness. I
want you to be and to remain a sure foundation to my Christian life! Amen.”
Yet here Paul challenges us not only to think about the right foundation. Much depends on how we
build on that foundation.
Admittedly Paul here refers to the work of Christian preachers as the builders of a church fellowship.
Yet it is also correct to say that every Christian believer ought to be careful how he builds on the
foundation of Jesus Christ.
It would not be wise to once pray the sinner’s prayer and then to forget about how much we need
Jesus on every step or our Christian life. Paul says that Jesus Christ is made to be our wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. (1 Corinthians 1:30).
Or let me say this plainly with the words of Jesus himself. He taught his disciples: “... for without me
ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5/KJV). Only as we depend on Jesus the good fruit, which God is
demanding from us, will grow in our lives. Only through Jesus Christ we can grow to bear various
challenges and difficulties yet to remain full of love.

Re. Christian Believers Facing Difficulties and
Testings
“Therefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that

10

http://motivationofchristianlove.wordpress.com

My Posts on 1 Corinthians 13:7a

ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:12+13/KJV).
The Christian life is not always easygoing. You receive God’s help in various aspects of your life. But
you may also experience difficulties you would not otherwise have.
As you receive Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, and as you ask him for the forgiveness of your sins,
you can get an inner testimony of being forgiven and of being a child of God. Yet as you begin to
change your lifestyle and preferences, not all of your friends and family will be necessarily happy
about that. How is it that you now spend more time reading the bible, praying and attending
Christian meetings?
Depending on your previous religious or ideological background some might even be severely
opposed and upset about you having become a professing Christian. Nominal Christians may criticise
you for, as they see it, having gone into some extreme. Atheists and Agnostics may despise you for
having taken refuge to religious concepts.
Religious Jews may feel betrayed by a family member who begins to believe in Jesus. Moslems might
even begin to treat you as an outcast, if you forsake their religion in order to follow Jesus.
God had delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. God had done many miracles until they could
safely escape from the Egyptian forces. They had gathered together to call upon the God of their
fathers.
Yet after they had crossed the Red Sea, and after the Egyptians had failed pursuing them, they found
themselves in the desert. God had promised to lead them into a land of milk and honey, but before
that could be reached, they needed to endure the unpleasant conditions of an inhospitable land.
The journey through the desert was a time of testing for the Israelites. Even getting food was not as
easy as it used to be in Egypt. They were exposed to dangers that they had not hitherto known.
As you read the accounts in the Old Testament you find that many dark sides of the Israelites’
personalities became evident, as they were led by God through the desert. They failed to understand
God’s plans. They did not always value God’s provision.
Evidently many of them had followed God only outwardly. Due to difficulties and doubts they
preferred to manufacture their own deity and to worship that golden calf.
Paul knew that Christian believers too are likely to face various obstacles and difficulties in their lives.
You might also think of the words of the Lord Jesus to his disciples: “... In this world you will have
trouble...” (John 16:31/NIV).
Paul refers to the Old Testament stories of how God was displeased with some of the Israelites in the
desert. He says these stories were not given for us Christians to look down upon the people of the
Old Covenant. These accounts are meant to be a warning even to believers in Jesus.
We too are not to make light of God’s blessings. We too are to watch out against idolatry. We must
not give way to uncontrolled sexual lust. We are not to distrust God’s loving care.
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“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12/KJV).
Unexpected circumstances may arise and we may be tempted to commit some of the sins for which
many of the Israelites were blamed as they were led through the desert.
A Christian receives forgiveness and new life in Jesus, because Jesus has borne the punishment, we
would have deserved, on the cross. It is not due to a Christian’s own efforts or to moral uprightness
that he or she is accepted as a child of God. It is an act of divine love. It is undeserved grace.
Having experienced all this, a follower of Jesus may trust in God’s faithfulness. The Lord is able to
take you through unpleasant circumstances and tempting conditions of life.
God is able to keep you. His love remains the same even as you become aware of some of the darker
aspects of your personality.

A Plain Word Concerning 1 Corinthians 13:7
“Even youths grow tired and weary and young men stumble and
fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. ...”
(Isaiah 40:30+31a/NIV).
Actually I find it more challenging to write about verse 7 of 1 Corinthians 13 than considering the
previous verses. The reason is the word “all things”. This sounds so absolute and perfect.
If Paul had written love “beareth many things” this would have sounded far more motivational to
me: Stay calm! You may be able to cope with some situations you would not even have thought you
might be able to handle.
Love (or ‘charity’) “beareth many things” would allow me to look back and say: Yes I have had a
number of unpleasant experiences in my life, yet this did not totally quench an attitude of
considering and caring for others.
Yet Paul says: Love “beareth all things”. Would it be wise to be overly confident and say: “There is
nothing I cannot handle!”?
When you are young you are full of energy. Later in life at some stage even a couple of stairs can
become a real challenge. As you are getting older you become more aware of personal limitations.
Why does Paul speak in such a manner: Love “beareth all things”? Is he trying to point us to our
failures in remaining full of love? Or perhaps is he telling us that only God is capable of such love? It is
quite likely that Paul wanted to emphasise both of these ideas.
Some were aiming at spiritual gifts or perhaps prominent positions within the church. Paul
encourages them to long for the “best gifts”. Yet he says he wants to show them an even better way.
(CF. 1 Corinthians 12:31) Then he embarks on chapter 13 which is his great chapter on Christian love.
Paul is setting up goals for Christian living. A goal that already has been reached ceases to be a goal.
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You may have been able to bear many things and remain loving. Yet there remain many difficulties,
you have never experienced so far; and you do not know how really you would react.
It is good to think about the love of God. As we gratefully think about His love and about all the love
we have experienced in our lives our soul kind of relaxes and straightens out to be more disposed to
remain loving.
Another way is to humbly pray to God for his help:
“Lord God, I come before you. You know me better than I can know myself. You know about
all my limitations. You know what situations might drive me into despair or into utter
selfishness. I confess I am falling short. I am not even aware of how often I have failed to love
my neighbour as your word commands me to. Please forgive me. Please guide me and coach
me to become the kind of person you have intended me to be! I pray, keeping in mind that
Jesus has carried my sins on that cross at Calvary. Amen.”

Getting Ready for Storms and Temptations
“The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock.” (Matthew 7:25/NIV).
Today we hear a lot about the danger of changes in the worldwide climate. Furthermore, as you keep
up with the news, you can easily learn that heavy rains, floods and exceedingly strong winds do
occur.
Upon reading some of the prophecies in the New Testament concerning the end times -regardless of
what school of interpretation you may follow - you can gather that great difficulties and even
catastrophic events may occur. Being a Christian and living as a Christian might become more difficult
in the end times.
In closing his ‘Sermon on the Mount’ Jesus likens his listeners to men that build a house. In those
days you did not pour out concrete to create a firm foundation. You had to look for a suitable spot
for your house. Some would find solid grounds on a rock to build on. Others would try their best to
establish a home on a sandy land.
Jesus says: “Therefore everyone who hears those words of mine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24/NIV). Jesus was convinced that his
instructions could help us to solidly build our lives. He taught that as we heed and obey his words we
would be able to stand the challenges and temptations of this life.
“Lord Jesus, I come to you and I humbly pray to you. I confess, that so often in my day to day
living, I am not aware of how you would have me apply biblical instructions. I may get used to
some of your teachings, but I do not always understand how to put them into practice. This
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dullness of understanding may very well be an aspect of my sinful and depraved human
nature. Thank you, that you have carried all my sins unto that cross at Golgotha! In order to
live a firm, godly life, I need your forgiveness and your strengthening. I need you to guide me
and to instruct me. I come to you and I give my life to you! Be thou my Lord! I put my hope on
you and I rely on you! Be thou the firm rock to me and, please, guide me how I can build all of
my life on this rock. Amen.”

On my blog „Motivation of Christian love“ I am focussing on 1 Corinthians 13. If this e-book has been
a blessing to you, please consider following my blog.
If you have any questions to ask or comments to make please feel free to contact me via my email
address thomaskoehle@live.de or use the contact form on the About page on my site.

