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Carry on! 

Throughout the last two years, I have written many things about Christian attitudes and aspects of 

Christian love. At times you may pause and wonder: Is there any way to grow and learn those 

attitudes. 

For myself, I have already begun looking at the next verse of 1 Corinthians 13. We are about to reach 

verse 6. 

This is a verse about joy. What are we getting joyful about? 

 

You are perfectly right, if you say, joy is an attitude too. Nevertheless, I feel this verse points us to a 

way how to learn and adopt aspects of Christian love. 
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My advice is as simple as this: 

 Do spend time reading, studying and meditating the bible. 

 Do spend time praying to God. 

 As you read the bible and as you pray, examine your own heart. Allow the Holy Spirit to 

speak to you. Allow God to show you what you are really like. 

 Confess any of your shortcomings to God. Ask for his forgiveness.  

 Pray for spiritual growth in your life. 

Above all this, I would suggest: Enjoy doing these things!  

At times you may feel tired. At times you will have to discipline yourself to read the bible and to pray. 

Yet as you carry on seeking God, joy will come. 

 

 

Iniquity versus Truth 

“Do not deny justice to your poor people in their lawsuits. Have nothing to do with a false charge 

and do not put an innocent or honest person to death, for I will not acquit the guilty. Do not accept 

a bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and twists the words of the righteous.” (Exodus 6:6-8/NIV). 

This is Old Testament law. This is the word of God to his people the Israelites. 

Many years after these commandments were given Paul has said that love would be the fulfilment of 

the law. (Cf. Romans 13:8). As you look at the verses quoted above you can easily imagine that a 

leader or a judge guided by love would not do the things forbidden here. 

Contrarily somebody seeking selfish gain and advantages may decide not to respect the legitimate 

rights of a poor person. A pauper would not have much power to resist him. As a rule, poor people 

don’t have a large following to support them when in trouble. 

People guided by motives other than love might even find a reason to falsely accuse innocent 

persons. Maybe some would do such a thing to divert attention from themselves and their own 

wrongdoing. 

Those who primarily seek to accumulate wealth and riches may tend to accept or demand bribes. 

They won’t do anything for you unless you give them some extra money beyond the revenues they 

receive anyway. 

They will think that nobody cares about them speaking unjust verdicts on behalf of those who 

appropriately bribe them. Yet here we learn that God himself does care. 

Why am I writing all this today? As you can gather from my new category I am now dealing with 

verse 6 of 1 Corinthians 13: Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.” 



Preferences and Choices – Blog Posts on 1 Corinthians 13:6 

http://motivationofChristianlove.wordpress.com     by Thomas Köhle 

 

4 
 

 

To be honest I would not have thought of truth as the opposite of iniquity. To me, truth is the 

opposite of lies and iniquity is the opposite of justice. So what to make of these words of the 

apostle? 

Then I began to think of a lawsuit. Here a judge or a moderator might ‘rejoice in iniquity’ as he is 

seeking selfish gain. Others might violate rules of justice on behalf of some ideological viewpoints. 

Yet a loving judge would not do so. He will look upon a poor person or somebody who has been 

accused with loving eyes. He will seek and respect the truth. He will rejoice when finding out what 

actually has happened.  

 

 

Love and Respect Your 
Neighbour! 

 

“The commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not covet,’ and 

whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: ‘Love thy neighbour 

as yourself.’ Love does no harm to its neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.” 

(Romans 13:9+10/NIV). 

You cannot really say you love somebody and at the same time contemplate to kill or slander that 

person. You cannot claim to be a good Christian fulfilling the commandment of love while at the 

same time stealing and coveting from another. 

I do not know about your church background or religious upbringing. In the Lutheran church in early 

teenage years we were taught the Ten Commandments as well as the Apostolic Creed and the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

The Ten Commandments have played an important role in Christian countries. These are 

fundamentals to the Christian faith. Even today these commandments are held in high esteem as 

they regulate how we are to treat and to respect each other.  
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There have been changes though as to how Christian or secular societies are dealing with violations 

of these commandments. Today in Germany as in other Western countries we have liberal laws as far 

as adultery and divorce are concerned. These days it is allowed and not that difficult to get divorced.  

“Do not commit adultery.” Are we to forget about this commandment? I believe we shouldn’t. 

We should love and respect others. This means a loving man or woman must not attract and take 

away someone else’s wife or husband. 

Life within our societies remains somewhat pleasant as long as we respect the trusted relationships 

of others. It is far more difficult to cope with being robbed of a spouse than having one’s car stolen.  

Love means giving others a chance to live a peaceful and happy life. Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity, 

but it rejoiceth in the truth.” 

 

 

Values and Preferences 

Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but it rejoiceth in the truth.” (1 Corinthians 13:6/KJV) 

This concerns our values. What can excite or thrill us? What are our preferences? 

During the last, may be, two years we have been studying aspects of love as described in verses 4 

and 5. Now we are pointed to much more general concepts. This is about iniquity versus truth. If we 

were to draw a line with all iniquity on the one end and all truth on the other, where would we 

locate ourselves? 

 

As I have been thinking about this verse, somehow Psalm 1 came to my mind. Here I also find both 

extremes: godliness and sinfulness. 
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“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 

sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” (Psalm 1:1/KJV). Here our attention is drawn to three 

aspects of rejoicing in iniquity. 

Number one is what advice are we prepared to follow?  Who are the people we are listening to? Are 

they morally upright and godly people? Are they individuals who (at times) do not care about 

legitimate rights of others? Or are they persons who just make their own desires and emotions their 

guiding principle? 

The second aspect is about what we actually do. Blessed is he or she who does not take up habits of 

careless sinners.  

Thirdly, we are pointed to our way of talking and thinking about others. Some will continually dwell 

on weaknesses and mistakes of other people. These could be real or alluded. They will reduce them 

to negative aspects of their character. They are unable to see any good in them. 

The Psalm recommends us not to merge with such people. Spending hours with persons, who are in 

the habit of speaking negatively about everyone but themselves, can draw us down very low.  

“But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.” (Psalm 

1:2/KJV). This is parallel to rejoicing in the truth. It is good to think about biblical values. It is good to 

spend time reflecting what Christian love would imply in our own circumstances. 

 

 

What Would You Choose 

 

“Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not 

only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.” (Romans 1:32/KJV). 

“But have pleasure in them that do them.” This is a verse that can shed light on the meaning of 

“rejoiceth not in iniquity” in 1 Corinthians 13:6). 

In Romans 1 Paul has been describing people, who although they could know something about God, 

had turned away from him. They would not worship God but rather dead images or other created 

beings. 

Paul points out that God, as a result, had left those men in their own ways. Some of them became 

addicted to perverse lusts. He describes those people as follows: 

“Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 

envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 

boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, 

covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.” (Romans 1:29-31/KJV). 
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Paul says that these people were even aware that those attitudes and habits of theirs were sinful in 

God’s eyes. They could know that by way of their own conscience, by ethical teachings of their 

respective societies, or from the preaching of God’s word. Yet, sadly they just did not care. They kept 

to their old ways and were pleased with those doing the same. 

Very early in the book of Genesis we read of Adam and Eve disobeying God. Consequently they were 

driven out from paradise. Henceforth it was set that they and subsequently all men would have to 

die. In the above verse Paul says that it was known that by God’s verdict people committing such sins 

were worthy of death.  

Yet it is not God’s purpose and desire to bring death upon men because of their sins. He says through 

the mouth of one of his prophets: “Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? Saith the 

Lord God; and not that he should return from his ways and live?” (Ezekiel 19:23/KJV). 

The purpose of God’s commandment is that we should have some guidance to live a good life. Some 

commandments are conducive to our own health. We are instructed how to live within the society of 

men. We are not merely to think of our own desires and needs, but we are also to care about others 

and to respect their due rights. 

Remarkably God does not condemn us quickly. He does not say: Once a sinner, a sinner forever. He 

rather invites us to return from our false ways. 

Please hear the words of Jesus: “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 

that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need not repentance.” (Luke 

15:7/KJV). 

What will be your choice? Will you have pleasure in those who are doing many sins? Or will you 

rejoice about those who are willing to return to God and to turn away from their sinful ways? 

Will you keep to your old ways and habits? Are you prepared to receive some guidance and 

instruction from the word of God? Are you ready to repent from any sin you become aware of?  

 

Would You Rejoice with Jesus? 

“And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, 

Rejoice with me: for I have found my sheep which was lost.” (Luke 15:6/KJV). 

Jesus was criticised for his attitudes towards outsiders of the religious society of the Jews. The 

Pharisees disliked his spending time and eating with people who were known to be sinners. 

Obviously owning and tending sheep was a fairly common occupation in those days. Jesus tells them 

they would always seek to keep their sheep together. If perchance one of hundred sheep should get 

lost, they would leave the others and search after the one that was lost. 

Finally having found the lost sheep they would be very happy and even call their friends and 

neighbours to rejoice with them. Apparently, people were prone to feel with and be happy with a 

shepherd, who could secure his possession, having found a lost sheep.   
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Very commonly even in Old Testament times the relationship between a shepherd and his sheep has 

been compared to that between God and his people. You might think of the twenty third of the 

psalms, which is the best known example. Here Jesus is taking up this ancient imagery. 

There were social outsiders in the religious society in Israel. The publicans kept closer to the heathen 

rulers of the Roman administration than was commendable for a religious Jew. Of course they had 

the opportunity to take too much money from their own people. Then some others were known to 

adhere to practices that were forbidden by the Mosaic Law or by Jewish customs. 

Jesus refers to those individuals as to the lost sheep of Israel. He took special care of those outsiders. 

He even says this was one of the purposes of his coming. He was called by God to do that. 

“For the son of man is come to save that which was lost.” (Matthew 18:11/KJV). 

Jesus did care about those who did not really believe. In our time there are many people who do not 

believe in God. 

Would you rejoice, if a non-believer should decide to turn to God? They may be people who 

previously had developed some gruesome habits! Will you rejoice with Jesus, whenever a lost sheep 

should be found? Are you prepared to lovingly receive them within your church fellowship? 

 

 

When Somebody Else Causes You 
Trouble 

"Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth." 

(Proverbs 24:17/KJV). 

These words are pretty plain. But why accept them as sound advice? 

1. First of all: You do not know the outcome of this situation. There is no guarantee that the 
present problems of your enemy will turn out to be of any real advantage for you. 

2. You better take care not to be carried away by your emotions.  Anybody who manages to 
soundly observe and analyse his circumstances is better off. As you are facing a conflict any 
little foolishness might aggravate your problems. 

3. Do not hastily take advantage of your enemy’s apparent weaknesses. Any wrong you do to 
your enemy will be considered by a judge also and of course by the heavenly judge. How can 
you maintain you are right, when, given the chance, you hasten to doing evil? 

Why I chose to write about this verse: 
As you can easily imagine, I am still seeking to explain and illustrate 1 Corinthians 13:6: Love 
"rejoiceth not with iniquity, but rejoiceth with the truth." 

Rejoicing while an enemy is in trouble could easily be a way of rejoicing with iniquity. Christian love 
as described in 1 Corinthian 13 does not yield to such emotions. 
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Have faith in God's power to change lives! 
I feel Christian love would hope for an "enemy" to meet Jesus. People who come to believe in Jesus 
will change in many ways. 

Just think of Zachaeus in the New Testament. He was a tax collector. He had taken from many of his 
contemporaries more than was right. He was working on behalf of the Romans and he would pass on 
some amount to the Romans. The rest he could keep for himself. The Romans did not really limit him 
as to what to charge. 

Needless to say this was not a way for him to gain good friends among his fellow Jews. Many would 
have hated him for what he demanded from them. Yet any agitation against a tax-collector's 
authority could be seen as rebellion against the Romans. The Romans were ruling the Jewish country 
and many others surrounding the Mediterranean Sea. 

When Jesus came to Zachaeus's home things began to change. Zachaeus on his own accord decided 
to return money he had taken by usury. He also determined to give alms the poor. 

An attempt to eliminate Zachaeus could never have rendered such results. Zachaeus would have 
been replaced by another tax-collector. Those who had acted out against Zachaeus would have been 
punished. (Read this story in Luke 19:1-10!) 
 

You don't feel you have enemies? 
I am glad to hear that. Perhaps you are already applying some Christian principles. 

Still this post might help you in dealing with some people you find difficult. And of course this post is 
designed to help you attach meaning to 1 Corinthians 13:6. 
 
 
 

Do not "Rejoice with Iniquity!" 
 
“They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their iniquity.” (Hosea 4:8/KJV) 
 
The prophet here is referring to the priests of the Israelites in his time. Sadly these priests did not 
teach the people God’s truth. They did not help them avoid sinning against God’s commandments. 
 
Although the shrines of the Israelites, i.e. in the Northern kingdom, were kind of idolatrous at the 
time, the priests still could have exercised some moral authority. Yet they did not do that. 
 
God holds the priests (at least partly) responsible for the sins of the people. The amount of lying, 
stealing, killings and committing adulteries would not be the same had the priests done a better job. 
 
Yet obviously these were priests who took advantage of the situation. They did their part to lead the 
people further away from the knowledge of the God of Israel. 
 
It is quite possible that some Israelites would bring sin offerings to the shrine seeking to be released 
from guilt. According to the Mosaic Law priests were allowed to eat of some of the sin offerings. This 
gave the priests an (additional) opportunity to fill their stomachs with meat. 
 
The Hebrew word translated ‘sin’ also can refer to an offering. The word translated ‘iniquity’ could 
also refer to a punishment for wrongdoings. 
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Obviously these priests were taking advantage of the sins of the people. Hosea is blaming them for 
that. 
 
The Calling of New Testament Believers 
New Testament believers are referred to as a “royal priesthood” (cf. 1 Peter 2:9). God wants us to 
pray and intercede for the people around us.  
 
Jesus said: “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.” (Matthew 
5:13/NIV). 
 
Jesus wanted believers to be a good example of how to live. Looking at them people should be able 
to get an idea of godliness and good works. 
 
“You are the light of the world A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the 
same way let your light shine before them, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14+15/NIV). 
 
 Christians ought not to point others into the wrong direction. We must not set up any system that 
allows us take advantage of the sins of other people. 
 
We are to do our part in lovingly telling others about God’s commandments, His love and His grace. 
We are to help them receive forgiveness from God and learn to live a godly life. 
 
Looking at our lives people ought to be able to get some kind of idea of the practical outworking of 
the ethical standards of the bible. The church is called to speak up for truth, for righteousness and for 
justice. 
 

 

Remember God’s Blessings and Be 
Truthful 

“Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but 

with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.” (1 Corinthians 5:8/NIV). 

Here Paul is referring to the Passover meal. In the night before the Israelites were to escape from 

slavery in Egypt, they had to eat but unleavened bread. They did not have time to wait till their 

dough would be fermented by a remainder of old dough. 

Jews were to annually celebrate the meal they had been instructed to take just before fleeing from 

Egypt. From these festivals they were used to the idea of eating bread without yeast. 

Paul here takes unleavened bread as to symbolise a life without malice and wickedness, namely a life 

of sincerity and truth. Some evil thoughts can easily creep into our lives. There is a human tendency 

towards ill-will. Yet in order to approach God, we are to keep ourselves free from this negative pull. 

God wants sincerity and truth to be the leading principles in our hearts and minds. 
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On Passover the Jews were commemorating how God had helped their forefathers. They were to 

remember how God had changed the course of history on their behalf. This was meant to help them 

to also trust God in any adversities they were currently facing. 

As we are going through unpleasant experiences we may tend to long for some kind of revenge 

against those who are making things so bitter for us. We may tend to give way to negative emotions 

and even to hateful thoughts. 

Paul here tells us we ought to lay aside all these sentiments and desires. We are to bring our sorrows 

and needs to God. 

God wants us to come to him with sincerity, i.e. with an upright heart. We are to be truthful about 

any sinful attitudes, thoughts, words and deeds that have occurred in our lives. 

That is the way to celebrate how God has helped others who have gone before us. That is the path 

for us to come to see how God would meet us in our own present needs. That is the way for us to 

become aware of the heavenly Father’s love towards us. 

Jesus Christ has laid down his own life for us, in order to raise us. Just in the verse before that which I 

am dealing with today, Paul refers to Christ as to our Passover lamb. 

“Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast – as you really are. For Christ, 

our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” (Verse 7/NIV). 

Whoever has given his life to Jesus already has been made a new creature. Paul asks the Corinthian 

believers to cling to the new life they have received in Christ. 

Through Jesus Christ, we can come to God with that kind of sincerity and truthfulness that God is 

looking for in our hearts. Jesus wants to help us leave behind our present grieves and celebrate the 

great wonders God has done in the past on behalf of other believing men and women who have gone 

before us. 

 

  

Concerning Attitudes of 
Christians towards Each Other 

“Love does not gloat over other people’s sins, but takes its delight in the truth.” (1 Corinthians 

13:6/Complete Jewish Bible –CJB). 

As I have done previously I have been checking out English versions for interesting variations. I have 

printed out an alphabetical list of translations from Bible Gateway. Going over this, as I arrived at ‘C’ I 

discovered the above rendering copyrighted 1998 by David H. Stern. 

The word ‘gloat’ refers to what we focus on, what we dwell on. Yet it also implies a selfish motive 

attached to this consideration of somebody’s behaviour. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
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I am afraid; sometimes a spirit of competition may be at work between Christian believers: “I think I 

am the better musician than he or she.” – “He may be a good and spiritual preacher but mark ye 

well, hurray; here he has made a futile mistake!” 

Or think of doctrinal issues: “This fellow seems to put things pretty well, his systematic theology 

seems to be well thought out, yet here I found something where he is seriously wrong!” 

Consider aspects of Christian behaviour: “She appeared to be such a good example of Christian living. 

But now I got her, today she revealed a serious flaw. She did something that might help change our 

ranking in being spiritual and holy!” 

I do not know, if you ever discover yourself enjoying mistakes of other Christians. Yet please, let me 

tell you, this is not really what God has called us to do. He would rather have us raise each other to 

higher levels of faith and godliness. 

 

Love “rejoiceth with the truth.” Perhaps you remember that once Jesus referred to Himself as to the 

truth personified. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6/KJV). 

Happily focussing on the truth thus could mean setting our eyes on Jesus. What would Jesus do? How 

would he react? How would he think about this or that person? 

Jesus said He is the way to the father. Through Him we can get closer to our heavenly father.  

Rejoice in Jesus! Consider how your fellow Christian could be uplifted through the Lord’s power! 

He can do great things! He can bless, strengthen and sanctify fellow believers! This is what he has 

died for on the cross of Calvary! 

Just now I recall, many years ago I have read the following in a Christian magazine: A preacher 

encouraged people and co-workers in his church to pray: Lord, please bless my Christian brother/ my 

Christian sister more than myself! 

Of course, by that he did not mean we should not earnestly seek God’s blessing for our own lives. Yet 

he wanted to teach us, we should highly esteem each other. This prayer could help us give up any 

competition and join forces to accomplish the task God has called us to do! 

 

What Is Your Mindset? 

Recently I have been watching a detective story on TV. There has been a time in my life, when I did 

that often. (Of course I highly appreciate any Christian recommending abstaining from TV 

entertainment in order to gain time for personal prayer and bible reading.) Nevertheless this movie 

gives me some inspiration for today’s post. 

What are you looking for if you should watch a whodunit? Some might be interested in the 

techniques and tricks of the evildoers. Others might watch out for aggressive scenes in order to 
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channel their own aggressive feelings. There also would be TV watchers who specially enjoy the relief 

when finally the evildoer is identified and caught.  

Of course, by now you will understand what I am heading for. Love “rejoiceth not with iniquity but 

rejoiceth with the truth.” (1 Corinthians 13:6/KJV). Perhaps in such (TV) occasions you can also see 

what priorities you have and what you get excited about. Still I must admit sitting in front of a TV 

screen is not the most likely way how you can show love to others. 

In the late Roman Empire in the city of Rome many people were kind of enjoying cruel games. This 

included watching gladiators fighting each other until one of them would be killed. Or occasionally, 

the arena would provide scenes of real people being exposed to hungry lions. Please note, that what 

you spend your time with and what you enjoy tends to influence your values. 

Jews used to study the Old Testament law and the writings of the prophets in their synagogue 

services. They were interested in righteous living. They were upholding some ethical standards that 

by no means were common to all their contemporary nations. 

They sought to be truthful. They wanted to be true to the commandments of God. 

 

Saul of Tarsus was a man very zealous for the laws of God. Yet one day on the road to Damascus 

when the Lord appeared to him he realised he had missed God in some very important aspects. 

He had been persecuting Christian believers. The Lord showed him that he actually had been fighting 

his God. 

 

Our ethical efforts may be insufficient in some ways. We might have some blind spots. We are 

subject to preconceived ideas and to prejudice. We tend to look at things in ways similar to what the 

people in our environment think. 

More serious studies of biblical ethics might help. Yet will we really reach the mark? 

Jesus could say about himself: “I am... the truth...” (John 14:6). He was the only man that lived his 

life without sin. He did fulfil the divine law. He was righteous in all his doings. 

We might find it hard to press forward to find the truth in aspects of our lives. As we look to Jesus we 

find someone who has been a good example worth following. He also wants to give us strength and 

newness of life as we turn from our sinful ways and entrust our lives to him. 
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Christian Doctrine and Rejoicing 
in the Truth 

Can you rejoice about the great truths taught in the bible? Being an educated person you may know 

something about what the bible teaches. Or perhaps you have had some theological training and you 

know how to argue about various issues of Christian doctrine. 

Yet the big question is: What does all this really mean to you? What does it mean to me? 

To very many people it is common knowledge that Christ has died on the cross for our sins. Perhaps 

you know that, but you are not really very interested in religion. Others may be acquainted with 

some of the theological arguments that have been discussed in the course of church history.  

I am afraid sometimes there is what might be called political correctness in Christian churches. You 

must adhere to certain shades of meaning in order to be accepted in particular church groups. 

During the Middle-Ages somebody who would openly depart from mainstream Roman Catholic 

doctrine could get himself into serious difficulties. Protestant denominations at times also have been 

vehemently arguing their particular point of view. 

Christian ministers very often have considered it their duty to uphold and defend the correct or 

‘orthodox’ Christian doctrine. Please note: I do not intend to say this is wrong. If you really care 

about the Christian faith, you also will be interested in discovering genuinely Christian viewpoints. 

It is something else, I am aiming at today. You may hold as true and even proclaim that Christ has 

died for the sins of men. Yet possibly still you do not inwardly rejoice about that truth! 

Quite evidently, it is the message of the bible that Christ has died for our sins. Yet still you may not 

sufficiently have applied this to your own self. 

In what ways have I sinned against God, against his intentions for my life and against his 

commandments? Do I really care? Am I permitting the Holy Spirit to teach me about the sinfulness of 

my own self, i.e. of the ‘flesh’ (to use a theological term)? 

Salvation and forgiveness of my sins may not be much more than a doctrinal hobby to me, unless I 

begin to understand something about my own sinfulness. At times I may be overwhelmed by a sense 

of guilt, but this does not necessarily mean I care about my sins with relation to God. 

Christian truth of Christ having died for our sins is evident. Yet you will not really grasp this fact 

unless you begin to understand how much you are in need for that! 

You may tirelessly repeat this main Christian doctrine, or you may get weary about it. But will you 

allow the Holy Spirit to apply this teaching to yourself? 

We must learn to love God. We must care about how God views our attitudes, words and actions. 

Only as we do so, we can begin to participate in what Paul is writing about in 1 Corinthians 13:6: Love 

“rejoiceth in the truth.”  



Preferences and Choices – Blog Posts on 1 Corinthians 13:6 

http://motivationofChristianlove.wordpress.com     by Thomas Köhle 

 

15 
 

You may know correct doctrine. Still you may have failed to correctly apply these teachings to your 

own life. Thus your heart remains cold and callous. 

 

Hearing God’s Truth 

“... Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to 

say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and will turn 

aside unto myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3b+4/NIV). 

Paul is encouraging his co-worker Timothy to do a good job as a preacher. He says Timothy ought to 

make good use of the time. He should “correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and 

careful instruction.”(Verse 2b/NIV).  

Paul says there would be a time when many people would not like to hear the truth any more. The 

word ‘truth’ here refers to Christian doctrine yet it also has a bearing on practical life. 

 There is the truth about our own individual lives, the truth about our strengths and our 

weaknesses.  

 There is the truth about our attitudes towards God and other people.  

 There is the truth about God’s standards, and our failure to live as God has originally 

designed us to.  

 There is the truth about God’s justice and his holiness. 

There is danger at hand, whenever people are trying to suit Christian doctrine to private interests. 

This means they do not primarily care about the truth. They misuse Christian teaching to propagate 

their own ideas. 

Even in teaching Christian love, selfish motives can creep in. It is possible to talk about love only in 

terms of how others should treat yourself. 

The kind of love Paul is writing about rejoices in the truth. Thus, a loving person will set aside selfish 

desires. He or she will not try to twist the truth. 

 

 

Consider Church Relationships 

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints – the faith and love 

that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard 

about in the word of truth, the gospel that has come to you...” (Colossians 1, 3-6a/NIV). 

When reading some of Paul’s epistles, have you ever thought about how Paul speaks in glowing 

terms about the faith of those he is writing to? In many of his letters he mentions that he does thank 

God for these believers. 
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Paul is happy that these men and women do believe in Christ. He is excited about the fact that this 

faith shows up in their practical living. This gives him joy, comfort and encouragement. 

How do you feel about fellow Christians in your church or bible reading group? Some of them may 

have common interests with you. Some shared hobbies, similar professional training, same age etc. 

can cause Christians to form friendships. 

Yet, do you ever rejoice about the faith itself? Does it excite you, when you see how others work out 

their faith in practical day to day living?  

Would you ever call out “Praise God, for he has done something wonderful in this or that fellow 

believer!”? Did you ever say “Oh, as I look at this Christian friend, I begin to understand more clearly 

how loving Christ himself must be!”?  

Jesus taught his disciples they were to love each other, even as he had loved them. This was to help 

them remember the Lord’s love. This too would be evidence to the world of their having been with 

Jesus. (Cf. John 13:34+35). 

 

 

Pray and Be Truthful 

“Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have 

stood the test but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. For we 

cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. We are glad whenever we are weak 

but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection.” (2 Corinthians 13:7-9/NIV). 

Often I am beginning my posts with one verse from the bible. Today I started with three verses. 

Paul says he was praying for the believers at Corinth. A pastor might be tempted to pray primarily in 

order to be successful in his job. Paul says he did not really care to be hailed by people. To shine and 

to be respected by all the others was not his primary goal. 

He wanted the church at Corinth to be strong spiritually. It was his prayer that they would be kept 

from doing anything wrong. He wanted them to be good examples. He wanted them to shine. He 

wanted them to wholeheartedly follow Jesus. 

I feel a good teacher would not primarily seek to be admired for his knowledge and teaching skills. A 

good teacher would do everything in his power that his students should grow and learn, all they need 

to learn. 

 

As a teenager I heard and read about Christians that were persecuted in Eastern European countries 

and in the Soviet Union. I tended to feel these Christians were some kind of heroes. One day in a 

church meeting I heard a brother who had been imprisoned in Soviet Union because he was a 

believer. I was amazed at his simplicity and humility.  
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Paul on his missionary journeys had to face a lot of opposition and hostility. He knew what it means 

to suffer for Christ. 

 

Some of the believers at Corinth would complain Paul was not a very impressive personality. Paul, 

however, was concerned lest some other teachers they admired would lead them astray. 

Paul did not spend his time praying for God to change his own situation at Corinth. I mean He did not 

pray that others should admire him and become his devout followers. 

Paul knew about all the difficulties and testing Christian believers might have to face. It was his desire 

that other believers also should be able to stand and to endure adversity.  

Paul knew about temptations that might come. He did pray for the Corinthian believers that they 

would perfectly and wholeheartedly follow Jesus.  

Paul did not aim at others considering him greater than he really was. He just was himself. He knew, 

he was a man in Christ and sent by God. He had a task to pursue. 

Paul was living and labouring for the truth of Christ. He was not given to false pretence. 

He did pray for the Corinthian believers, even though this might lead to them apparently being 

stronger than him. He was not irritated about that. Yet he also earnestly prayed that they should 

remain perfectly loyal to Jesus when facing difficulties. 

 

 

Discover Truth to Rejoice   

 “... and of Christ. In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Colossians 

2:2e+3/KJV). 

This is intended to be my last post on “rejoicing in the truth” in 1 Corinthians 13:6. After this I am 

planning to start on verse 7. 

The reason why I am referring to the above verse from Colossians is the word “hid”. Truth is not 

always that which appears to be most obvious. Truth cannot always be found with those, who do 

voice their opinions most forcefully. 

As I have discovered, the Greek word for truth is derived from a word which is derived from another 

word: ‘lanthano’. Interestingly this word can mean “to be hid”, “to be ignorant of” or “to be 

unaware”. 

It is kind of scaring when Christians have hasty and ready-made answers to any problem presented to 

them by somebody looking for help and support. Somehow they seem to feel that the worries of 

others are much more easily to be dealt with than their own. 
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In the book of Job we find that his friends were counselling him in a manner that tended to be hurtful 

to Job. In the end God even said, these friends had not been speaking about Him in the right way. 

As you seek to live as a Christian, you at times may find yourself in situations that make you feel that 

something is going wrong. It must have been hard for Job having lost his children, when he got 

physically sick and even his wife suggested him to renounce faith in God, and to die. 

How about God’s love, when we find ourselves in difficulties and in pains? What to do, when 

Christian teachings that used to make us happy seem not to carry us anymore? 

Here I find the above verse from Colossians is very helpful. There are riches of wisdom and of 

knowledge hidden in Christ. 

In Jesus Christ we can find peace even in most awkward situations. He is able to make us aware of 

truth to uplift us and to raise us. 

As we pray and study the bible, the Holy Spirit can guide us to discover many helpful things. In Jesus 

Christ there is a satisfactory answer even for my problem and for yours! 

As you spend time with bible verses, as you meditate on the word of God, you can learn how Jesus 

wants to help you and to sustain you even in most difficult situations. God does not prevent all bad 

things to happen to us. Yet in our difficulties he is able to comfort and to sustain those who trust in 

him. 

 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 

me; thy rock and thy staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:4/KJV). 

How can we learn to rejoice in truth? Truth that applies to our present situation will help us rejoice. 

Discoveries we make while studying the bible can carry us through, even in difficult times. In Jesus 

Christ we can find comfort, wisdom and knowledge. As we get to know him better we can find good 

reasons to be joyful in our faith. 
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Thanks for taking the time to read all this. May God bless you!  


